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 What is Knowledge? It is one of the most 
fundamental questions of philosophy. 

 Ordinarily it seems that any justified true 
belief is knowledge. But this 
commonsensical view requires further 
inquiry into the nature of belief and 
justification of its truth. 

 A proper investigation into the nature of 
knowledge is to be made in its relation to 
belief  an perception. 





 This centrally important issue has raised and 
explained by different philosophers since the 
time of Plato: 

 Here are important thinkers who contributed in 
this: 

 Plato 
 Aristotle 
 Descartes 
 John Locke 
 Berkeley 
 David Hume 
 Immanual Kant 

 



 Truths of empirical world are achieved  
through knowledge. In knowledge three 
elements or components are found: 

 (i) The Object of Knowledge (that which is 
known) 

 (ii) The Act of Knowing 

 (iii) The Knower or the subject 

 Lets have a small view on these: 

 



 These three components are always 
necessary for the occurrence of knowledge. 

 It is necessary because that it is that what is 
known. 

 It is very important requirement from the 
epistemological point of view as  it is 
necessary to see that the object comes in 
contact with the knower. 

 

 



 The other terminus of the knowledge is 
equally important. 

 Since all knowledge  occur to a subject, 
knowledge would be impossible without a 
knower.  

 A knowing subject, a conscious person is  
necessary for all knowledge to occur. 

 The  knower plays an extremely important 
role in the process of knowledge. 



 The act of knowing is equally necessary 
because only through the act of knowing the 
knower comes in contact with the object of 
knowledge. 

 The act of knowing in this sense, is a very 
special act. It is the object in contact with 
subject such strict conditions that no 
arbitrariness or will can make the play of 
decision foul. 

  As a result of such strict conditions ‘truth’ is 
achieved. 



 Here we studied the nature of knowledge with its 
basic components. It is also important to note that 
above mentioned three components has their 
interdependence to one another.  
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